
 

 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
VILLAGE OF GLENCOE 

FENCE BOARD OF APPEALS 
REGULAR MEETING 
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1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

The Regular Meeting of the Fence Board of Appeals of the Village of Glencoe was called to order by the 

Chair, at 7:43 p.m. on the 7th day of August, 2017, in the Village Hall Council Chamber. 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Fence Board of Appeals 

Howard Roin Chair Present 

Deborah Carlson Member Present 

Sara Elsasser Member Present 

David Friedman Member Present 

Alex Kaplan Member Present 

John Satter Member Absent 

Village Staff 

Nathan Parch Planning & Development Administrator Present 

Stewart Weiss Village Attorney Present 

2. CONSIDERATION OF MINUTES OF THE JULY 10, 2017 FENCE BOARD OF APPEALS MEETING 

RESULT: APPROVED  

AYES: Carlson, Elsasser, Friedman, Kaplan, & Roin (5) 

NAYS: None (0) 

ABSENT: Satter (1) 

3.  APPROVE EMMA SMITH-OTITOJU AND KOLA OTITOJU APPEAL AT 278 SCOTT AVENUE 

The Chair stated that the purpose of this portion of the meeting was to continue the public hearing from 
July 10, 2017, at which time members of the Fence Board heard an appeal of Emma Smith-Otitoju and 
Kola Otitoju, of 278 Scott Avenue, for the construction of a fence along their west property line exceeding 
the Village’s maximum fence height limits of 4 feet in a front yard and 6 feet in a rear yard. There are no 
percentage limits on requested height increases for fence variations.  
 
The property owners and their consulting engineer, Michael Freiburger with NEWLOOK Development, 
explained on July 10 that the proposed fence would be a PLYWALL sound barrier panel system 
comprised of 12-foot high by 8-foot wide wood panels separated by 13-foot high posts installed along the 
length of the west side property line. The intent of the fence was to serve as a sound barrier to the 



Fence Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes 
August 7, 2017 

 
 

2 

 

adjacent noise emanating from the Hubbard Woods Metra Station where trains idle throughout the day 
and night for boarding. 
  
Several members of the Fence Board raised concerns about setting a precedent due to there being many 
other properties in the Village that abut or are near the Metra tracks. Members agreed to continue the 
public hearing to a future date and identified additional information that would be helpful in further 
consideration of the application. 
 
Staff swore in those in attendance expecting to provide testimony on this matter. 

 
SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY 

 

On August 7, 2017, property owners Emma Smith-Otitoju and Kola Otitoju and their consulting 
engineer, Michael Freiburger, explained the following additional information and exhibits in favor of 

their request: 
 

1. The fence has limited visibility from Green Bay Road and Scott Avenue due to existing foliage. 
2. The fence will not be visible from the Green Bay Trail due to the difference in elevation between 

the trail and the property and the extent of existing vegetation. 
3. The applicants currently have a 6-foot tall solid wood fence along the west property line with 

approximately 4 additional feet above the fence of climbing plants/foliage. Photos and height 
measurements provided. 

4. The property is adjacent to the Hubbard Woods Metra station/tracks. There is no residential 
neighbor to the west. 

5. 278 Scott Avenue is within 75 feet from Hubbard Woods Metra Station. Map and photos 
provided showing proximity of station platforms to house and showing distance from tracks to 
west property line.  

6. There is no other residence in Glencoe with the same or similar proximity. Aerial maps provided 
showing no residences within 400 feet of Glencoe Metra Station. 

7. The propose fence will not obstruct sight lines for pedestrians and vehicles traveling on Scott 
Avenue. 

8. Currently there is a 6-foot tall solid wood fence along the west property line with approximately 
4 additional feet above the fence of climbing plants/foliage. 

9. The applicants proposed to reduce the height from 12-foot high fence panels and 13-foot high 
posts to 10-foot high fence panels and 11-foot high posts in response to concerns of Fence Board 
members regarding height. 

 
The Chair made part of the record the applicants’ letter to the Fence Board of Appeals dated July 31, 2017 
and a packet of additional exhibits dated August 2017, which the Secretary was directed to preserve as 
part of the record in this matter. 
 
Chair Roin expressed concern with the height even with the reduction from what was proposed at the 
July meeting. 
 
Chair Roin also commented that he spoke to Member Satter who relayed that he did not support the 
request.  
 
Members Carlson, Elsasser, Friedman, and Kaplan spoke in support of the request due to the unique 
location of the property, lack of adjacent neighbors, and limited visibility of the fence  
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Following consideration of the testimony and discussion, a motion was made and seconded, that the 

request for a variance be granted to increase the maximum height of the fence to 10 feet with posts of 11 

feet along the length of the west side property line per the drawings presented, making findings and 
resolving as follows: 
 

FINDINGS 
 

1. The requested variation is within the jurisdiction of the Fence Board of Appeals. 
 

2. Based on the totality of the relevant and persuasive testimony heard and presented, the Fence 
Board finds that it has been established that the request meets the standards necessary to permit 
the granting of a variation in that it would not: 

 
a. Alter the essential character of the locality; 
b. Be out of harmony with the general purpose and intent of the fence ordinance; 
c. Set an unfavorable precedent whether to the immediate neighborhood or to the Village 

as a whole; and 
d. Affect public safety. 

 
RESOLUTION 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the request to increase the maximum height of the fence to 10 
feet with posts of 11 feet along the length of the west side property line at 278 Scott Avenue as shown in 
the drawings or plans submitted by the applicant and made part of the record; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the decision of the Community Development Administrator is hereby 
reversed insofar as he denied the issuance of a building permit on the aforesaid property for the aforesaid 
construction; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this variation shall expire and be of no further force or effect at the end 
of twelve (12) months unless during said twelve-month period a building permit is issued and 
construction begun and diligently pursued to completion; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall be spread upon the records of the Fence Board of 
Appeals and shall become a public record. 
 
Adopted by the following vote: 
 

RESULT: APPROVED  

AYES: Carlson, Elsasser, Friedman, & Kaplan (4) 

NAYS: Roin (1) 

ABSENT: Satter (1) 

4. ADJOURN  

There being no further business to come before the Fence Board of Appeals the meeting was adjourned at 

8:11 p.m. 
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